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Honor.ab,l~ Leon Panetta: ,
Member, Hoyse of Representatives
17th Congressiorial District Office

,'38,()' Alvarado Street,
Morite~ey, California 93940

Dear Congre~smanPane,t.ta:

.RECEIVED

APR 13.'1993
. FEDEfW.CQIIJDUCQltlSllO!

(fFJCe Cf1lfE 8EcAETAAV

,Th:is'i~ in"reply to your letter.s of March 2,nd and'3rd, 1.993, i,n which you
.inquh~d on behal'f of ·several of 'youI' cansU tuen.ts reg~rding the Notice of
Proposed Rule 'Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, '57 FR 5'4034 0992.).
This Notice proposes comprehensive changes to the Commission's Rules governing
the private land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below
512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RiC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RiC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and RiC hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents' concerns into account wheriwe develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
rules to be issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final

Richard J. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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TITLE- MEMBERS NAME REPLY FOR SIG OF

Congressman Panetta 17th District - CA BC

inq. comments on PR Docket 92-235

CONSTITUENT'S NAME

George Finholt

REF TO REF TO REF TO

SUBJECT

REF TO

/

PRS.- .

DATE DATE DATE DATE

03/11/93

REM1~.RKS: - Respond to the attention of Ken Christopher in
the Monterey, CA office.
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TO: Director,. 6f~ice of 'Congressional & PubLic Affaiis
F·ederal ·Communications Commission
,1-919 .' M' Street:, N.W •.
Washington"n.C. 20554

E.NCLQSURE· FROM-: . G€Qrge Fin,holt ~

RE: Mr. Finholt· has written to complain about an FCC proposal
to restrict the frequencies that are currently used for
model airplanes.

Would you please review the attached and reply to the concerns
or questions which have been brought to the attention of this
office?

Thank you for your assistance.

Thank you very much for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

~k(!!6lL/
MARY ~BECKER, Administrator
17th Congressional District of California

PLEASE RESPOND TO ME AT:

17th Congressional District Office
380 Alvarado Street
Monterey. California 93940

A.Tl'EN'l' ION: Ken Christopher; (408) 429-1976
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Sincerely,
G~e Finhol~.......-:.. /'/ /
( /,/ /4 / /(/

1;·'.8.itL 'r'et~fred' ·and: der~' 'ie\"~an'y "'h:o;~f's ·'6J'.e.,'U'~ yiif·e.h+>,·f tofu :'6~fti'it'i-li ttiri:~(:"- ;" ..
and fl.ying radio. controlled mQdelairplanes. I am an instructor
at 6ur local club of 41 m~mber5and t~a~~ YQ~ngstets theskill~
necessary.. tb. enjqy this !'lob.by .0 f rad iocontr.o 11 edmoqe 1 'f 1y i n·g.
I am very concer'n'ed about proposed rule~' that are currently, under
consider'ation by the Federal' COlllmunications Commission' (FCC) .. the
proc~eding i~ PR Docket 92-235. 1.f adopted, ,the new rul~swill
.8~eat ly reduce· th'e. u5uabil ity offr:equenc i'es', c.ur rent.l y .·~ssi gned
for mod'el u'se and,'increase t.he i"'-{sk' of'acciden'ts and attendant
liability for cont~olling model airplanes.
Our radio control fr~quen~ie~ are, in. the 72 -.76 MHz band. This
'band isprim~rily us.edfC>r. pr.ivate,land· mobile. dispatch
ope~~tion;. However', ~~r r~ifio co~tro~ frequericies in this,b.nd
are·far e~ough apart from ihe lartd mo~ile frequ~rtcie~ that ~~
'have~~~n able to sh~r~ the ~a~d wlthoOieither Ose in~erf~r;ng
with t~~ othec.' . ~ ,
Now the FCC wants to ereate more frequencies by splitting them.
into narrower bandwiths and rearranging the band plan. The
result, m~ny land mo~ile' ~iequ~ncies will. move closer to the
radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control
operations. I am told'that of the 50 frequencies that are
presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19
frequencies will be left if these new rules are adopted.
When we fly these model airplanes under radio control, we go to
great lengths to assure the saftey of the operators and
bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our saftey
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the~e

radio control frequenCies. If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will
become congested and the margin of saftey will .be greaatly
decreased.
Please understand that many model airplanes have wingspans up to
10 feet and weigh as much as 30 - 40 pouncls. The models
themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they
are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even
death if radio interference causes the operator to lose control
of the craft. We often fly these models at organized events and
contests where hundreds operators participate. We need the use of
the full compliment of radio frequericiesin order to assure a safe
flying environment.
I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of
radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important
as business users of radios,but we have a considerable investment
in our radio equipment. I have several thousand dollars invested.
The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of
people like myself and contributes to the advancement and
development of the commercial aviation industry. Every person in
the major space and aviation industries started by building and
flying model airplanes l

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of modeling by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz
band.
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, March 2, 1993

TO: Director~ Office of Congressional
,Federal Communic~tions Commission
191.9' ',M' Street, ,N.W.
Washingtoi, D'.t~ 20554

.' , ~

& Public Affairs

ENCLOSURE ~ROM:', Da.le ,Oxford.'

RE: Mr. Oxford has writte'n: to oppose an FCC proposal that
would restrict the frequencies available to peopl~ who
fly radio-controlled model aircraft.

Would you please review the attached and reply to the concerns
or questions which have been brought to the attention of this
office?

Thank you for your assistance.

Thank you very much for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

~e~
MARY ~BECKER, Administrator
17th Congressional District of California

PLEASE RESPOND TO ME AT:

17th Congressional District Office
380 Alvarado Street
Monterey, California 93940

A'I'TENT ION:
Ken Christopher; (408) 429-1976
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Administrator 17th Distric~

P::0.Box14Y
Salinas £A 93902

RE: PR Docket 92-235

. ,

.... '.

Being an active member of a local Radio Control Model Airplane Club,
, I have be.en informed, of the inten·~,of ~he, Fe<feral Communications Com

mission ('F.G.C.} to ,add additional Lal1d' Mobile frequencies to the ex
'i,sti-ng ass~gnments~' the 72~76inegahertz R.C. B~nd. ,(PR, Docket 92-235).

, ,

This proposal~ould certainly create a serious safety factor at our f~y-
ing sites as
and possible
large models
we certainly
participants

these proposed new frequencies could cause interference '
loss of control of a radio~controlled aircraft. Being
(i5,~to 25·lbs.) and flying'atspeeds in excess of 50 m.p.h,.,. , ,

do not want one of these aircraft out of control among
and spectators at a park at flying field.

In addition to safety considerations there would also be additional
expenses as two of my personal radios and perhaps hundreds of other
fellow fliers' radio equipment would be unusable because of the pro
posed close frequency spacing. Radio control manufacturers would be
required to design and build equipment to much tighter specific~tions

to alleviate the interference problem. Our existing radios and
equipment are then forced into obsolesence and the prices of new
equipment for this already costly pastime goes even higher.

I do derive much pleasure and satisfaction from building and flying
radio-controlled aircraft and, therefore, I am soliciting your
assiscance so that I may continue to participate in this hobby.
Please do not allow this F.e.C. proposal to impact the r~dio-controlled

aircraft society. .

Sincerely,

Dale Oxford
20125 Selma Court
Salinas CA 93907
Phone: (408) 663-5066

cc: Senator Diane Feinstein
Senator Barbara Boxer
Senator Henry Mello 17th District

F.C.C,
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9301181 . 03/11/93 03/03/93 03/31/93

TITLE MEMBERS NAME REPLY FOR SIG OF

Congressman Panetta 17th District - CA BC

CONSTITUENT'S NAME

H Jack Jella

SUBJECT

inq. comments on PR Docket 92-235

REF TO

PR~'

.--;-.

DATE

03/11/93

REF TO

DATE

REF TO

DATE

REF TO

DATE

REMARKS: Respond to the attention of Ken Christopher in
the Monterey, CA office.
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TO:' Director( Office of Congressional & Public Affairs
Federal Communications COI.nmission
19L9 'M' Str~et, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

. ENCLOSURE FROM: H. Jack Jella .

RE: Mr. Jella has written to complain .about an FCC proposal
to limit the frequencies available for radio-controlled
model aircraft.

Would you please review the attached and reply to the concerns
or questions which have been brought to the attention of this
office?

Thank you for your assistance.

Thank you very much for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

/;?ke~
MARY ~BECKER, Administrator
17th Congressional District of California

PLEASE RESPOND TO ME AT:

l7th Congressional District Office
380 Alvarado Street
Monterey, California 93940

A'r'l'ENT ION: Ken Christopher; (408) 429-1976
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Admiuistrator
17th Congressional Dist.
P.O. Box 145
Salinas, CA 93902

Gentlemen:

··r -am.'a r~tired .p,ro~fe.ss·ional pilo't .and hav.e cO,ntinued my
i~ter~st in ~vi~tion th~ough'thebuildi~g ~nd flTing ~f
r-adi0 controlled !!lodel airplanes. I belong to a Club of
more than 100 ~embers who share my interest and love of
flying. We have leased from Monterey County a former dis
posal site that we have developed into a model flying
field to provide wholesome family entertainment for our .,
members.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted,
the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequen~

cies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk
of accidents and attendant liability for controlling ~odel

airplanes.

Our radio co~tr~l frequencies are in the 72 MHz band. This
band is used pri~arily for private la~a Mobile dispatch oper
ations. However, our radio control frequencies in this
band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies
that we have been able to share the band without ei~her

use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into naLroweL bandwidths and LeaLranging the
band plan. As a result, many land mobile fLequencies will
move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause inter
ference to radio control operations. I am told of the 50
frequencies that are presently available for radio control
of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if
these new rules are adopted.

After spending considerable time and money to construct my
models I am concerned that radio interference will cause my
airplane to go out of control and crash. There is not only

·.the financial loss of the airplane, but also the verv real'
possibility of injury to spectGtocs, since so~e models weigh
up to 40 pounds and fly at speed3 up to 100 MPH oc mace.
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I do not think it just of t'hp. FCC to seek to improve the
operating conditions of land mobile radio users at the ex
pense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think
we are as important as business users of radios, but we have
a considerable investment in our models and radio equipment.
As recently as 1991 I was required to purchase new radio
equipment to meet the the current FCC requirements for radio
transmitter frequency. tolerance. The adoption of ihe p~o
posed PR Docket 92-235 'wil1~enderall of my new radio equip
ment unusable~

The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of
people like myself and contributes to the advancement and
and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe e~joyment of my hobby by
not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the
72 HHz band.


